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BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
APRIL 7, 2015 

 
PRESENT:  George Lawrence, Chairman, Woody Meiszner, Becky Doyle, Joanne Meshna 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Office. 
 
Bonnie Packard:  A moment of silence was held for Bonnie Packard who passed away last week.  Ms. 
Packard was a State Representative from New Ipswich and served six terms. 
 
Parks and Recreation:  Deb Holmes reported on the eighth annual Easter Egg Hunt held this past 
Saturday.  The hunt is free to the community.  There were 308 people in attendance and 173 children 
that collected Easter eggs.  Texas Roadhouse donated 300 eggs.  The cost of 4000 pre filled eggs was 
$566.  Donations were $67.  The event was well received by the community. 
 
With regard to the Little League sign, the Parks and Recreation Committee will meet tomorrow night 
and Mr. Krook will be there to answer questions about the sign.  Selectman Doyle noted the control box 
needs to be under cover and questioned how that would be done.  Also, wiring needs to be done. 
 
Storage for the Committee will be in the back of the Highway Department building.  Items have been 
placed in totes to be protect them from damage and placed on pallets.  Deb has a key for access to the 
area.  She noted water seeps in under the garage door into the building but her things are off the floor. 
 
Deb pointed out that the dumpster located by building number 2 has not been emptied for several 
weeks.  Joanne will ask Peter to check it out. 
 
The Committee is going forward with the fishing derby to be held on May 9 from 9-12.  The fish were 
ordered today.  Deb has forwarded the information to the Cemetery Trustees. 
 
Proposed gas pipeline:  Mr. Jenks was present to discuss the proposed pipeline.  He questioned Kinder 
Morgan’s  statement  that  $720,000 would be realized by the Town for tax dollars.  David Marazoff, the 
Town   Assessor,   submitted   figures   that   were   considerably   less   than   Kinder   Morgan’s;   these   were  
preliminary figures without knowing too much about the project. Mr. Jenks stated concrete figures are 
needed in order to be able to talk intelligently about the amount of tax money that will be coming in. Mr. 
Jenks questioned what will happen to property values when the pipeline goes in.  He urged the 
Selectmen to look into the finances of the project and noted that Kinder Morgan should be held 
accountable for figures they throw out.  He suggested an expert in pipeline assessment provide 
information. 
 
Selectman Meiszner asked Kinder Morgan what their figures were based on and received no answer.  He 
will ask them again to provide information on how they derived the tax figures.  Also, he had asked for 
the emissions report and was told Kinder Morgan will conform to requirements imposed upon them.  
Selectmen Meiszner suggested the Board request to be interveners at FERC and SEC.   
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Bob  Boynton  noted   the  Town  assessor’s  preliminary   figures   for   the   tax   income  were  around  $27,000-
$30,000; this is considerably less than predicted by Kinder Morgan. Bob added he had received a GIS 
layer of the pipeline which shows the latest location of the pipeline route. 
 
Ashley Saari asked the Selectmen if there were any other locations other than Skinny Kat where a 
compressor could be located and they responded there were a couple of other sites. 
 
Preservation of records:  Bob Boynton expressed his concern for the preservation of town records some 
of which go back 200 years.  Some of the Town Clerk records from the seventeen and eighteen hundreds 
were copied onto disks and stored off site but because of the yearly charge of $2,400, they have been 
relocated to a safe in the Highway Department.   Bob noted the safe is not fire proof.  There are still 
several books of old records located in the Town Office.  Bob added that the maintenance and care of 
the Town records is a responsibility of the Selectmen.   Selectman Meiszner noted the State Historical 
Society or State Archival Department might have suggestions for preservation of the records. 
 
Ice cream truck:  An e-mail was received from Jeff Pokines who operates an ice cream truck in Keene 
and would like to relocate in the Jaffrey/Peterborough area this spring.  He asked for any forms or 
applications he would need to complete.  Chief Carpenter advised Joanne the Town has not adopted a 
hawkers  and  peddlers’  license  ordinance  and therefore there are no forms to complete.  Suggestion was 
made to contact other towns to get a copy of their ordinance and fit it to our Town needs. 
 
Bridge replacement:  An e-mail was received from Philip Andrews, 248 Turnpike Road, questioning the 
use of   258   Turnpike   Road   as   a   staging   area   for   the   State’s   bridge   work   equipment.      He   expressed  
concern for possible water contamination and noise.  The Selectmen noted this was a temporary use 
and the bridge is expected to be completed by October.  It is just a staging area.  Mr. Andrews can file a 
complaint on line with the DES.  Selectman Lawrence stated he would call Mark Moran and inform him 
of the concern. 
 
Highway Department:  Director Goewey submitted a letter to the Board requesting permission to barter 
the old gas power Lincoln welder and old lawn mower for some shop tools and tool box for the Public 
Works Department.  Selectman Meiszner made a motion to allow Director Goewey to go forward with 
his proposal.  Selectman Doyle seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Warwick Mills:  Selectman Doyle informed the Board the amount of taxes and insurance required are 
still being worked out for the lease.   
 
Jim Coffey:  Mr. Coffey reported the enabling legislation for the cemetery and DES has passed the senate 
committee and is on their consent calendar.   Also, Mr. Coffey discussed the central school building and 
suggested working with Southwest Regional Planning Commission to get a brownsfield grant.  He 
proposed cleaning up the property, removing the school and creating a park.  He will talk to the School 
Board about the proposal. 
 
Cemetery Trustee:  Selectman Lawrence made a motion to accept the resignation of David Leel from the 
Cemetery Trustees.  Selectman Meiszner seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 



3 
 

 
Minutes:  Selectman Doyle made a motion to approve the minutes of the nonpublic meeting on March 
31 at 12:25 p.m.  Selectman Lawrence seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Selectman 
Doyle made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 31, 2015 meeting.  Selectman Meiszner 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Selectman Doyle made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the April 1 nonpublic session at 11:20 a.m.  Selectman Meiszner seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously.  Selectman Doyle made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 31, 2015 
nonpublic meeting.  Selectman Meiszner seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Selectman 
Doyle made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 27, 2015 nonpublic meeting.  Selectman 
Meiszner seconded the motion and it passed with Selectman Doyle abstaining. 
 
Patricia Card:  The deed returning lot 12/14 taken by tax deed to Patricia F. Card was signed. 
 
Robert May:   The Board received an e-mail from Robert May, Middle Pratt Pond Road, regarding 
shooting of propane cannons on July 4 or about.  He complained they shake camps, knock things from 
walls, scare kids and animals.  The Board will discuss with Chief Carpenter at the next meeting. 
 
At 7:40 p.m. the Board recessed until 8:00 p.m.  At that time Selectman Meiszner made a motion to 
enter into a nonpublic session under RSA 91-A:3II(c).  Selectman Doyle seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
 
At 8:30 p.m. Selectman Doyle made a motion to return to public session.  Selectman Lawrence seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  Selectman Lawrence announced that Meredith Lund has been 
appointed Acting Fire Chief and Forest Fire Warden.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joanne Meshna, Town Administrator 
 
April 7, 2015 Board of Selectmen minutes approved by the Board: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
George H. Lawrence, Chairman 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Rebecca M. Doyle 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Woody Meiszner 
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