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CHAPTER VII 

THOROUGHFARE AND TRANSPORTATION ANALYSIS 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

One of the most important resources a community has is its road system, enabling residents to move 

throughout the community, as well as connecting them to a larger regional highway network.  The 

Thoroughfare and Transportation Analysis is intended to identify and analyze the current and future 

transportation needs of New Ipswich.  It consists of a description of the State and local highways and 

roads by State classification and functional classification; an inventory and analysis of the existing road 

network; and,  recommendations for improvements that should be made by either the Town or the State in 

order to provide for the safe, efficient and convenient movement of goods and people within the 

community and to points beyond. 

 

II.  HIGHWAY CLASSIFICATION AND EXISTING ROAD NETWORK 
 

The physical and performance characteristics of a roadway are best described through a system of 

classifications.  Through classification, highways can be easily distinguished by purpose, ownership, 

funding, and engineering categories.  The following descriptions and corresponding maps and tables 

depict New Ipswich’s road network in terms of state classifications and functional classifications. 

 

A.  State Road Classification  

 

The State of New Hampshire in accordance with NH RSA 229:5, has assigned all roads in the State to one 

of the following seven road classifications: 

 

Class I: Trunk Line Highways 

Class II:  State Aid Highways 

Class III: State Recreational Roads 

Class III(a): State Boating Access Roads 

Class IV:  Town Roads with Urban Compact 

Class V: Town Roads 

Class VI: Unmaintained Highways 

 

Of these seven road classifications, New Ipswich roads fall into four.  The definition of these 

classifications, and the roads that fall within each category are described below.  The approximate road 

mileage for each of these four classes of roads is detailed in Table #1 on the following page; these figures 

are based upon New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) estimates, and on calculations 

developed by Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC).  The classification of each road is also 

illustrated on Map T-1. 

 

Class I:  Trunk Line Highways - These belong to the primary state highway system.  NH DOT assumes 

full control and responsibility for construction, reconstruction and maintenance of these roads.   

 

The only portion of New Ipswich's highway system categorized as Class I is .03 miles of Route 119, 

which cuts across the southwestern corner of Town on the border of Rindge, NH and Ashburnham, MA.   

While Route 119 is an important thoroughfare for the region, it provides minimal access to New Ipswich. 
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Class II:  State Aid Highways - These consist of highways that belong to the secondary State highway 

system.  All sections improved to state standards are maintained and reconstructed by NH DOT.  The 

same applies to bridges on Class II highways.   

 

There are four highways categorized as Class II roads in town:  Routes 45, 123, 123A and 124.  These 

routes are important for directing regional traffic through New Ipswich and for providing residents with 

access to other parts of the Region.  Route 45 crosses the northeastern corner of New Ipswich.  It connects 

Route 101 in Temple with Route 123 and Route 31 in Greenville.  The majority of Route 123 coincides 

with Route 124 with the exception of  two segments.  One of these segments links Route 124 in 

Highbridge Village with Route 45 and Route 31 in Greenville.   The other segment connects Route 124 in 

the northwest area of Town to Route 101 in Peterborough.  Route 123A takes a circuitous route through 

New Ipswich, from the Center Village south to the Massachusetts border.  Finally, Route 124, which 

begins in Marlborough, NH, traverses the entire town, continuing on to the Massachusetts border.  Route 

124 provides the largest section of state highway in New Ipswich.   

 

Class V:  Town Roads - These consist of all regularly maintained roads that are not in the State system, 

which the Town has the duty to construct and maintain.  These roads may be paved or graveled.  

 

The majority of roads in New Ipswich (59.5%) are categorized as Class V.   

 

Class VI:  Unmaintained Highways - These are all other existing public ways, including highways, that 

are not maintained by the Town and have not been for five or more consecutive years.  While subdivision 

is usually restricted on Class VI roads, the potential for development exists if the roads are upgraded to a 

Class V status, either by the landowner or the Town.   

 

As frontage along Class V roads becomes less available and the centers of town villages reach capacity, 

there is mounting pressure to develop on Class VI roads.  Class VI roads are an important component of a 

town’s transportation infrastructure as they personify the community's rural character and can provide a 

variety of recreational opportunities. The Town should evaluate and make recommendations for future 

status of Class VI roadways and develop a Class VI road policy.  

 

TABLE #1: 

APPROXIMATE ROAD MILEAGE BY STATE CLASSIFICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sources: NH DOT; SWRPC, 2006 

 

B.  Functional Classification   

 

In addition to classifying roads by Classes I-VI, the State also classifies roads by function.  A functional 

classification identifies roads by the type of service they provide and by the role of each highway within 

the State system.  It is based on standards developed by the United States Department of Transportation 

Classification  Mileage 

Class I  0.03 

Class II 15.73 

Class III 0 

Class IV 0 

Class V 52.78 

Class VI  6.88 

Private 13.27 

Total 88.69 
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(US DOT).  This classification system provides a way to connect the land planning and transportation 

planning elements of the Master Plan.   

 

By observing a highway's intended functional use, potential conflicts between land use and adjoining 

roads can be avoided.  For instance, it would be unwise to locate a housing development along a heavily 

traveled arterial highway because of the possibility for interrupted traffic flow in the development’s 

vicinity.  A housing development is better suited for a less traveled, minor arterial or collector road where 

the majority of traffic flow is local.  

 

For rural areas such as New Ipswich, the following categories are identified by the US DOT.   Map T-2 

presents the functional classification map for the southwest region, showing New Ipswich's relationship to 

the State highway network.    

 

Arterial (Major and Minor) - Major arterial highways are designed to carry the largest percentage of 

traffic entering and leaving a region as well as the greatest amount of traffic traveling through the region.   

 

There are no major arterial highways in New Ipswich.  The only minor arterial highway is the short 

section of Route 119 in the southwest corner of the town. 

 

Collector (Major and Minor) - The collector system provides more in the way of direct land access than 

do the arterials.  Collector streets may enter residential areas, business districts, and industrial areas.  A 

major collector is designed to move medium traffic volumes at low speeds between or within 

communities and to funnel traffic to and from residential and commercial areas to an arterial system.  A 

minor collector has lower traffic volumes and provides alternative routes to major collectors.   

 

Within the southwest region, Route 124 is considered to be a major collector, including the section that 

traverses New Ipswich. 

 

Local Street System - The local street system includes all other streets not classified in one of the higher 

systems.  The primary function of these roads is to provide direct access to individual properties.  This 

system offers the lowest level of mobility.  Through-traffic is usually deliberately discouraged.   

 

All of the Town's Class V roads, the majority of the Town’s transportation network, fall into this 

functional classification. The present condition of New Ipswich’s road network has implications for 

growth and land use within town.  Many roads in the local street system lack the physical and functional 

capacity to accommodate heavy volumes of traffic.  Therefore, consideration should be given to 

understanding the functional capacity of a road and its connecting road network prior to approving 

developments on Class V roads that generate high traffic volumes.  

 

C. Scenic Road Classification 

 

RSA 231:157 allows towns, by a vote at Town Meeting, to designate any road other than a Class I or II 

highway as a Scenic Road.  The effect of this designation is that there shall be no tree cutting or alteration 

of stone walls within the right-of-way without approval of the Planning Board or any other municipal 

body designated by the meeting, after a duly-noticed public hearing.  The only exception to this applies 

when there is an emergency situation.  This law does not affect the rights of individual property owners, 

nor does it affect land uses as permitted by local zoning.  The statute also authorizes towns to adopt 

provisions dealing with Scenic Roads that are different from, or in addition to, those that are spelled out in 

the law.   
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The need to evaluate local roads for potential designation as a Scenic Road under State statute has been 

identified in the Town’s Open Space Plan (2009). Currently, there are five Scenic Roads in Town. These 

roads are listed below.  

 

 Currier Road from Route 123/124 to River Road 

 Old Country Road from River Road to the Taft/P.E. Realty Trust boundary line 

 Old Country Road from Manley Road to River Road 

 Preston Hill Road from Old Country Road to Whirpool Road 

 Timbertop Road from the intersection of Huse and Willard Farm Roads to the Rindge town line.  

 

III. TRAFFIC PATTERNS  

 

A.  Traffic Counts 

 

According to the 2010 U.S. Decennial Census, the southwest region population increased by 56% 

between 1970 and 2010.  In 2010, New Ipswich’s population was 5,099, an increase of 183% from its 

1970 population of 1,803.  This growth in population has led to a substantial increase in traffic flows on 

both the state highways and local roads of New Ipswich.  To analyze and monitor traffic volume, 

NHDOT maintains traffic count devices on various state highways.  The data collected by these counters 

are reported in terms of average annual daily traffic (AADT) and are used to better understand travel 

demand and how travel patterns change over time.  One of these counters, on Route 124 at the New 

Ipswich/Greenville town line, has been in place since 1977.  Other counters that have been in place for 

shorter periods of time are presented in Table #2.  Locations of traffic counters can be found on Map T-2.  

Table #2 illustrates the change in volume experienced on these roads between 2001 and 2008.    

 

TABLE #2: 

AVERAGE ANNUAL DAILY TRAFFIC COUNTS (2001-2008) 

Counter Location  

Counter 

Number 2001 2002 2003 2005 2006 2008 

% 

Change 

2001-

2008 

Annual 

% 

Change 

Avg 

Vol 

NH 123 at Sharon Town Line  333050  - 1,500 -  1,600 -  1,600 6.7 1.1 1,567 

NH 123 / NH 124 West of Currier Rd  333051 5,100 -   - 4,300  - 4,600 -9.8 -1.4 4,667 

NH 123 / NH 124 South of NH 

123/NH 124  

333052 

4,400  -  - 4,500  - 4,500 2.3 0.3 4,467 

NH 123A at Mass State Line  333053  - 520  - 620  - 540 3.8 0.6 560 

NH 123 at Greenville Town Line  333054  - 2,200  - 1,800  - 1,900 -13.6 -2.3 1,967 

NH 124 West of Philmart Drive  333055  - 3,000  - 3,200  - 3,300 10.0 1.7 3,167 

NH 123 / NH 124 at Souhegan River, 

West of NH 123  

333058 

 - 4,800  -  - 4,600 5,400 12.5 2.1 4,933 

Taylor Rd over West Branch of 

Souhegan River  

333059 

 -  - 110 100  - 130 18.2 3.6 113 

Page Hill Rd over West Branch of 

Souhegan River  

333060 

 - 700  - 850  - 770 10.0 1.7 773 

NH 123A over West Branch of 

Souhegan River  

333061 

 - 1,200  - 1,100  - 1,100 -8.3 -1.4 1,133 

River Rd North of NH 123A  333062  - 820  - 770  - 970 18.3 3.0 853 

Tricnit Rd Over Furnace Brook   
333063 

 -  460  - 450  - 530 15.2 2.5 480 

Source: NH Department of Transportation, 2010 

 

Between 2001 and 2008, Taylor Road, River Road and Tricnit Road all experienced a steady annual 

increase in volume, ranging from 2.5% to 3%.  Increases in the volume of car and truck traffic along these 

roadways is not unexpected, given the rapid population growth experienced by both the region and Town 

since 1970.  However, some roadways did experience a decrease in traffic volume between 2001 and 
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2008.  These locations are the intersection of Routes 123/124 west of Currier Road (counter #. 333051),  

Route 123 at the Greenville town line (counter #. 333054), and Route 123A, where it crosses over the 

West Branch of the Souhegan River (counter #. 333061).  

 

B.  Commuting Patterns  

 

According to 2000 Census figures, New Ipswich has an estimated 2,076 working residents that account 

for 48% of the Town population.  Of these working residents, 593 (28.6%) commuted to work in Town 

and 1,483 (71.4%) traveled to work outside of Town in 2000. The top commuting locations for New 

Ipswich residents are listed in Table #3.  Approximately 5.6% of residents work in towns adjacent to New 

Ipswich.  In 1999, 36 residents commuted to Greenville, 31 commuted to Mason, 30 commuted to 

Rindge, 13 commutted to Temple, and 7 commuted to Sharon.   Based on the percentage of residents 

traveling to these locations, it would appear that Routes 123, 123A and 124 carry the greatest amount of 

commuter traffic.   

 

TABLE #3: 

MAJOR COMMUTER DESTINATIONS FOR WORKING RESIDENTS 

In State 

Destination # Residents % Working Population 

New Ipswich  593 28.6 

Nashua 132 6.4 

Peterborough 131 6.3 

Jaffrey 106 5.1 

Manchester 101 4.9 

Other NH Towns 530 25.5% 

Out of State 

Destination # Residents % Working Population 

Fitchburg, MA 54 2.6 

Groton, MA 29 1.4 

Ayer, MA 24 1.2 

Billerica, MA 23 1.1 

Bedford, MA  22 1.1 

Other MA Towns 320 15.4% 

Other States  

(VT, RI and TX) 
11 0.5% 

   Source: U.S. Decennial Census, 2000 

 

Due to New Ipswich’s proximity to the Massachusetts border, it is not surprising that 472 (22%) of the 

residents that commute to work outside of Town are traveling to work in Massachusetts.  Other residents 

commuting out of state are traveling to Vermont (0.19%) and Rhode Island (0.14%) for work.   

                             

The number of all people who work in Town, regardless of residence, is estimated to be 1,101; of these, 

508 (46.1%) commute into New Ipswich from somewhere else.  The majority of non-residents 

commuting into Town are coming from other NH towns such as Manchester (9.8%), Milford (9.3%), 

Greenville (8.3%), Rindge (6.5%), and Nashua (4.7%).  Only 0.04% of commuters traveling to New 

Ipswich come from towns in Massachusetts.  Major employers in Town are listed in Table #4.  

 

 



VII - 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart Source: U.S. Decennial Census, 2000 

 

 

TABLE #4: 

MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN NEW IPSWICH 

 

Employer Address # Employees 

Warwick Mills 301 Turnpike Rd 50 - 99 

Vanguard Manufacturing Inc 100 Temple Rd 50 - 99 

Boynton Middle School  500 Turnpike Rd 50 - 99 

S & S Concrete Floors Inc 167 Davis Village Rd 50 - 99 

Source: NH Economic and Labor Market Information Bureau, 2010 

 

 

IV.  SAFETY MANAGEMENT    
 

One method for identifying where improvements to the transportation infrastructure are needed is to 

analyze the location and frequency of accidents that occur in the community.  The data below provides a 

brief overview of known areas of safety concern and automobile accident locations in Town. 

 

Over the course of the past decade, the New Ipswich Police Department has been able to identify areas of 

safety concern in town.  These areas are noted in Table #5 and are identified on Map T-3.  Slick road 

conditions due to snow or freezing rain is the cause of concern for many of these locations.  However, 

there have been multiple crashes within recent years, including one fatality at Route 123 (Turnpike Road) 

near North Road.  Other high crash locations are Ashby Road at the intersection of Main Street and 

Smithville Road and Route 123 (Turnpike Road) at the Newest Mall entrance.  

 

 

 

 

29% 

48% 

23% 
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TABLE #5: 

AREAS OF SAFETY CONCERN 

 

Location Safety Concern 

Turnpike Rd - Between Windblown Ski Area and the 

Intersection of Turnpike Rd & Sharon Rd 
Slick road conditions during snow or freezing Rain 

Turnpike Rd - Between North Rd & West of Davis 

Village Rd 
Slick road conditions during snow or freezing Rain 

Greenville Rd - West of Old Wilton Rd on Greenville 

Town Line 
Slick road conditions during snow or freezing Rain 

Timbertop Rd Slick road conditions during snow or freezing Rain 

Turnpike Rd - At North Rd Has experienced multiple crashes,, including 1 fatality 

Ashby Rd - At the Main St/Smithville Rd Intersection Has experienced multiple crashes  

Turnpike Rd - At the Newest Mall entrance Has experienced multiple crashes  

Source: New Ipswich Police Department, 2010  

 

Between 2003 and 2010 there were 488 motor vehicle accidents reported in Town.  Of these accidents, 

37% occurred on Route 123 (Turnpike Road), 11.1% on Greenville Road, and 7.8% on Ashby Road.  The 

number of accidents by year and related injuries and fatalities are listed in Table #6.  Information 

regarding the number of motor vehicle stops made by the New Ipswich Police Department for the period 

2005 to April of 2009 are detailed in Table #7.  

 

TABLE #6. 

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS (2003-2010) 

Year Accidents Injuries Fatalities 

2003 79 18 0 

2004 63 20 0 

2005 78 21 3 

2006 60 26 0 

2007 60 11 0 

2008 70 20 1 

2009 54 12 0 

2010 (as of May 1) 24 4 0 

Total 488 132 4 

Source: New Ipswich Police Department, 2010 

 

TABLE #7. 

MOTOR VEHICLE STATISTICS (2005-2009) 

Category  2009 as of April 30 2008 2007 2006 2005 

Total Vehicle Stops  508 2041 1909 877 1228 

             Total Speed Related Stops 397 1827 1026 567 833 

Average Speeds for Citations Issued  

 (Warnings Not Included): 50.8 49.9 53.0 48.8 51.2 

Posted Speed : 32.8 31.8 32.4 29.8 30.7 

    Over Limit By: 18.0 18.1 20.6 19.1 20.5 

Source: New Ipswich Police Department, 2010     
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While Table #7 does not identify on which roads speed violations most frequently occur, it is apparent 

that speeding in excess of 15 miles per hour over the posted speed limit is a concern in Town.  The 

average reported speed violations in Town have been between 18 to 20 miles per hour over the speed 

limit.  Other areas of safety concern identified by the Planning Board, Town Road Agent and Town Land 

Use Manager are identified in Table #8.  Along many of these locations, which serve as shortcuts to 

Route 124 and roadways connecting into Massachusetts, there is a perceived increase in traffic volume, 

particularly truck traffic.  In addition to increased traffic, there is concern for slick roadway conditions 

due to snow and ice along Greenville Road and for poor visibility along Ashby Road.  

 

TABLE #8. 

OTHER AREAS OF SAFETY CONCERN IN TOWN 

Location Problem Description 

Intersection of Lower Ashby Rd & 

Ashby Rd 

Truck Traffic  Heavy traffic area, serves as shortcut to 

Massachusetts and to Route 124 

Temple Rd & Greenville Rd Truck Traffic  Heavy traffic area, serves as shortcut to 

Greenville.  This is the only road with “No Thru 

Trucks” ordinance. 

River Rd near Ashby Rd Traffic  Heavy traffic, serves as shortcut to Ashby, MA 

Page Hill Rd to North Rd, Rte 124 Traffic  Heavy traffic, serves as shortcut to MA towns 

Ashby Rd & Goen Road Poor Visibility Alignment of intersection makes it difficult to see 

oncoming traffic 

Ashby Rd & Willard Rd Poor Visibility Dip in road causes poor visibility  

Source: New Ipswich Planning Board, 2009; New Ipswich Road Agent, 2009  

 

The Town may consider conducting a Roadway Safety Audit (RSA) for these identified areas of concern 

as a way to formally address safety problems and to develop recommendations and/or strategies for 

making roadway improvements.  A RSA is a formal, proactive safety performance examination of a 

roadway or intersection by a multidisciplinary audit team.  This team is typically composed of local 

people that contribute valuable “context sensitive” information and obsevations that are not ordinarily 

available to a highway design team through maps, data sets, and other standard tools.  It is a qualitative 

assessment that reports on potential safety issues and identifies opportunities for improvements in safety 

for all types of road users.  SWRPC can be used as a resource for the Town to help facilitate the Roadway 

Safety Audit process.  

 

V.  ROAD AND BRIDGE CONDITIONS  

 

A.  Road Conditions  

 

The Town has an acting Road Committee, which is working to develop a multi-year plan to identify and 

prioritize town roads that will need repair, and project an estimated cost for each improvement.  The 

Committee has identified a list of roads along with the estimated cost of repair and schedule for 

improvements.  These roads are detailed in Table #9. Currently, there are no established criteria for 

prioritizing and making roadway improvements; however, the Road Committee does meet regularly to 

discuss which roads in Town are due for improvement, make site visits to identified roads, and focus 

improvements on the most heavily traveled roads.  To accomplish repairs, funding needs to be approved 

by town voters on an annual basis.   

 

The most recent roadway improvements made by the New Ipswich Highway Department in 2009 include: 

 

 Drainage repairs made to Binney Hill Road, Playground Road, and Lower School Street 
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 Repavement of Old Wilton Road, Lower School Road, Upper School Road, Porter Hill Road, as  

well as a section of Malthouse Road 

 Installation of catch basins on Academy Road, Playground Road, Lower School Street, Old 

Wilton Road 

 Replacement of Tricnit Road Bridge and roadway repavement  

 

TABLE #9. 

IDENTIFIED  ROAD  REPAIRS (2012-2016) 

Name Year Reclaim Thickness Pavement Total 

Poor Farm Rd 2013 $34,848 3" $179,520 $214,368 

Temple Rd 2014 $54,208 3" $279,253 $333,461 

River Rd 2015 0 2" $305,850 $305,850 

Lower River Rd 2016 0 2" $26,595 $26,595 

Source: Town of New Ipswich Annual Report, 2009 

 

B.      Bridge Condition  

 

Bridges are critical components of a highway network.  NH DOT maintains a bridge management system 

to monitor the condition of the State’s bridges and implement effective bridge maintenance practices.  NH 

DOT inspects all bridges that are deemed to be in acceptable condition every two years and all other 

bridges on a yearly basis.  Bridges are rated based on their condition and are categorized as being in one 

of the following conditions:  

 

Good condition - Bridges that do not need repairs, just scheduled maintenance.  

 

Structurally Deficient - A bridge, due to its deteriorated condition, no longer meets current standards for 

load carrying capacity and structural integrity.  

 

Functionally Obsolete - A bridge, due to the changing need of the transportation system, no longer meets 

current standards for deck geometry, load carrying capacity, vertical or horizontal clearances, or 

alignment of the approaches to the bridge. 

 

Red List - Bridges that require more frequent inspections due to known deficiencies, poor structural 

conditions, weight restrictions, or the type of construction (such as a replacement bridge installed on a 

temporary basis).   

 

There are twelve bridges in New Ipswich, of which seven are State-owned.  Although the majority of 

these bridges are in good condition, there are three red-listed bridges and one functionally 

obsolete/structurally deficient bridge.  Table #10 shows a list of bridges in Town and their condition.  

Map T-1 shows the location and condition of these bridges as well as the bridge number.   

 

The NH 123/124 bridge over the Souhegan River next to the Warwick Mills (bridge #. 157/093) is a red 

listed bridge slated to be replaced, with a construction year currently set for 2012.  The current budget for 

this bridge is $3,281,500.  Underneath this bridge is a historical arch bridge, which NH DOT intends to 

keep intact.  The Smithville Road bridge over the West Branch of the Souhegan River (bridge #. 113/074) 

received emergency repair on a failing multiplate pipe and slip lining in April of 2009. The bridge was 

replaced in 2009.   
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TABLE #10. 

NEW IPSWICH BRIDGE LOCATIONS AND CONDITION 

 

VI. MULTI-MODALISM  

 

A. Public Transportation  

 

Currently, there is no fixed route public transportation service available in Town.  The only services 

available to residents in need of transportation are the Contoocook Valley Transportation Company’s 

(CVTC) volunteer driver service, transportation provided by human service agencies for clients enrolled 

in their programs such as Monadnock Family Services or Monadnock Developmental Services, and 

private transportation companies, such as Adventure Limousine, Peterborough Taxi, and Thomas 

Transportation.  CVTC is a nonprofit organization that is based in Peterborough, NH.  It coordinates a 

volunteer driver program, whereby volunteers who undergo safety screening, driver training, and a 

background check provide rides to individuals in need of a ride to a medical appointment, grocery 

shopping, social events, or other errands around town.  Individuals can call a toll free number to arrange 

for a ride.  The service is free for individuals, however, donations are welcome and rides need to be 

arranged at least five business days in advance.   

 

There is a need for increased, coordinated, affordable and accessible transportation services in Town and 

surrounding region.  One opportunity for the Town to improve the community transportation services 

offered is the Eastern Monadnock Regional Coordination Council (EMRCC).  The EMRCC is a part of a 

statewide effort to improve the coordination of community transportation in New Hampshire.  It is 

composed of private and public stakeholders that represent users, purchasers and providers of 

transportation services in the eastern Monadnock region driven by a mission to implement and facilitate a 

community transportation coordination framework in the region that encourages participation, 

involvement and support from the entire community and successfully facilitates the creation of inter- and 

intra-regional services. 

 

B.  Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

  

Currently, there is limited walking and bicycling infrastructure in Town.  The existing sidewalk network 

of approximately 0.4 miles extends from the intersection of Turnpike Road and Appleton Road to the 

Intersection of Turnpike Road and Temple Road.  In  2007,  the Town in partnership with the Mascenic 

Location  

Bridge 

No. Owner 

Year 

Built Condition 

Bypassed Historic Bridge over Souhegan River 157/096 Other 1923 Conditions Unknown 

Lower Ashby Rd over Souhegan River 137/062 Other 2006 Good 

NH 123 A over Unnamed Brook  130/053 State 1936 Good 

NH 123A over W Branch of Souhegan River 129/067 State 1936 Good 

Taylor Rd over W Branch of Souhegan River 108/070 Other 1981 Good 

NH 123 and 124 over Furnace Brook  149/101 State 1964 Good 

NH 123 and 124 over Furnace Brook  145/101 State 1964 Good 

Tricnit Rd over Furnace Brook  139/106 Other 1950 Good 

NH 124 over Otter Brook  057/140 State 1997 Good 

Smithville Rd over W Branch of Souhegan River 113/074 State 2009 Good  

Old Country Rd over Waterloom Pond Outlet 145/089 Other 2005 Good  

NH 123 and 124 over Souhegan River 157/093 State 1900 Red Listed  
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School District, was awarded a Safe Routes to School General Grant to improve the travel routes that 

students use to walk and bike to and from school.  This grant allowed the Town to extend the existing 

sidewalk network approximately 0.25 miles from the intersection of Turnpike Road and Temple Road to 

the intersection of King Road and Turnpike Road by the Boynton Middle School.  Construction for this 

sidewalk extension was completed in 2010.  While this extension will improve walkability and bikeability 

for students accessing the Middle School, future improvements will need to be made to connect the 

sidewalk system to the Middle School driveway.   

  

Although there is a limited sidewalk network in Town, there are many opportunities for recreational 

walking and hiking.  Walking paths/hiking trails in Town include: 

 

 The Geoffers’ Trail aka Furnace Brook Trail in the Rhoads Easement off of Route 124 (~ 2 miles 

one way);  

 Hoar Pond Nature Trail in Nussdorfer Nature Area (~2 mile loop);  

 The shoreline trail at Dam Site No. 35;   

 The trail on the Williams Property off  Preston Hill Road (~ 0.75 mile one way); and,  

 The longest section of the Wapack Trail, which is a 21 mile hiking trail along the north-south 

Wapack Range that runs from Ashburnham, MA to Greenfield, NH.  

 

The trail crossing the Williams property can be accessed on Main Street at the Old Schoolhouse and 

Manley Road.  However, there remains a need for improved pedestrian access to in-town shopping 

destinations such as the Newest Mall. Although the addition of sidewalks and lighting can be costly to 

construct and maintain, it is important for the Town to allow for safe and convenient access throughout its 

downtown and village centers.  

  

There is a need to examine the bikeability of roadways in Town.  State bicycle routes that travel through 

Town are NH Routes 123, 124, and 45.  Route 45 and Route 124 west of Sharon Road are portions of 

recreational bicycle loops that enter Town.  Map T-4 highlights the bicyle routes and existing sidewalk 

and walking infrastructure in Town.  Areas of safety concern for bicyclists include sections along Route 

124 that have narrow road shoulders and curves that limit visibility.  These sections of concern are Route 

124 between its intersection with Route 123 and Wapack Road and Route 123 past Davis Village Road to 

the Greenville Town Line.  In addition to improved bike lanes, there is a need for bicycle facilities in 

Town. Bicycle racks, widened road shoulders, “share the road” signage, and painted bike lanes are 

measures that the town may consider to encourage and promote bicycling. 

   

The town may consider conducting an Area Bicycle Review with the help of NH DOT’s Bureau of Rail 

and Transit and SWRPC.   Area Bicycle Reviews range from simple to complex and involve municipal 

officials, regional planning officials, intermodal engineers and planners from NH DOT, and other 

interested individuals.  As part of the review, these officials tour the area to be examined on bicycle (a 

route ranging in distance from 15-40 miles) and examine potential improvements to be made along the 

way to improve bikeability.  These reviews serve to raise awareness and network local and regional 

officials.  They have the potential to mobilize people interested in active transportation toward better 

cycling and walking infrastructure.   

 

VII.  GOALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

A.  Goal:  To ensure a safe, reliable, and efficient system of roads and bridges that will meet the 

present and future transportation needs of the Town. 

 

Recommendations:  
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 Develop a policy outlining the conditionsunder which the Town would accept a pre-existing private 

road as a Town road. 

 

 Establish a system for safety inspections of Town owned roads/bridges.  

 

 Establish criteria for prioritizing and making road improvements. 

 

 Establish a system for the public filing of complaints/comments on the condition of roads, snow 

removal, icy conditions intersections, and signage. 
 

 Investigate the use of appropriate traffic calming measures to discourage high speeds and to direct 

traffic around neighborhoods.  

 

 Conduct a Road Safety Audit and develop recommendations and/or strategies for making safety 

improvements. 

 

B.  Goal: Guard against unsightly strip development along roads and highways. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

 Evaluate roadways in Town for potential designation as Scenic Roadways under RSA 231:157 and RSA 

231:158, V. 

 Incorporate into the Town Road Construction Standards aesthetic and landscaping requirements. 

 

C.  Goal:  Encourage the planning and development of safe, accessible, and efficient 

bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure for community and recreational purposes. 

 

Recommendations:  

 

Establish a volunteer committee to investigate the feasibility of establishing a local bicycle path network. 

 

D.  Goal:  Improve and enhance affordable and accessible transporation services in Town and in 

the surrounding region. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

Support opporunities for introducing new and enhancing existing public transportation services that are 

affordable, accessible, and environmentally friendly. 

 

E. Goal: Lessen impacts of roadways on habitat and open space fragmentation. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

Allow narrower pavement and/or right-of-way width for subdivision roads that have lower traffic 

volumes and design speeds. 
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Amend Subdivision Regulations that requires all vegetation be removed from a right-of-way and 

establish “clear zone” design standards for snow storage and sight distance. 

 

F.  Goal: Protect the Town’s roads and landscapes from the indiscriminate erection of unsightly 

signs.  
 

Recommendations: 

 

Review the New Ipswich Zoning Ordinance Article XIII. Section F. Signs for potential revisions. 

 

Enforce Article XIII. Section F. Signs of the New Ipswich Zoning Ordinance. 
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CHAPTER IX 

EXISTING LAND USE 
 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

 

 The manner in which land is used is an essential element in any master plan.  It is an indication of things 

that are of importance to its residents and is the backbone of a community’s character.  Likewise, the 

misuse of land within the community will reduce the enjoyment and sense of place for members of the 

community and can cause irreversible damage to the community character that was once enjoyed by its 

residents and visitors. 

 

In accordance with RSA 674:2, a master plan must contain at least a Vision Section and a Land Use 

Section.  The Land Use Section of a master plan translates the Vision Section into physical terms.  

Within this section, references are made to other sections of this master plan which ultimately link to the 

vision of the town. 

 

The Land Use Map (Map #1) portrays the location and approximate acreage devoted to each of the major 

categories of land use, the specific use to which it is put, and the relationship of one use to another.  Map 

#3 shows the existing development pattern.  This information is essential in evaluating the status of a 

community, determining zoning needs, establishing land use regulations, identifying land available to 

support growth, and in considering demands for roads and utilities.   

 

 The total land area of New Ipswich is 33.4 square miles, or 21,376 acres.  Of this, approximately 15% is 

presently used for residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, civic, public and recreational 

purposes.  The remaining 18,170 acres are in woods, wetlands, and undeveloped open forested land.  

Much of this acreage is in current use or conservation easement on existing residential lots.  Surface 

water covers about 130 acres. 

 

II.  LAND USE CATEGORIES   

 
An analysis of the way the land is being used is an important part of a master plan.  The first step in the 

land use analysis is to classify the various structures, uses and land areas that exist in New Ipswich.  A 

land use classification system must be developed so that each use can be described in concise and easily 

understandable terms. 
 

In general, land is classified according to its physical characteristics and/or the present activity that 

occurs on it.  The following is a listing and description of the standard land use categories used to 

prepare a Land Use Map: 

 

RESIDENTIAL: 

 

Residential land use is broken down into three designations: Single Family, Two Family, and 

Multifamily Residential.  The colors used to show these designations are white, yellow, and orange 

respectively.  Residential development in town is mostly single family development with some 

occurances of two family and multifamily units scattered throughout.  The two family and multifamily 

units are blended in with the single family units to prevent an undue concentration in any portion of 

town.   
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Several factors should be taken into consideration for future residential development including 

transportation needs and patterns, developmental constraints, environmental concerns, and linkages to 

open space and wildlife corridors.    

 

 Population and Housing Analysis, Chapter IV, gives a detailed description of the town's housing as of 

1990 and projects future housing needs.  Updated information will be available upon completion of the 

2010 US Census and should be incorporated into that section. 

 

 Goals and Objectives, Chapter III, suggests ways in which housing developments may be designed in a 

cost effective way to enhance the quality of life in New Ipswich and contribute to achieving the goals we 

have for our town.  As the needs of the population change, so should these goals and objectives.  A 

periodic review is beneficial to best meet these needs and plan for the future needs of our residents. 

 

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL: 

 

 Lots on which there is a commercial or industrial enterprise are designated on the land use map in red.  

Presently, there are no Commercial or Industrial Zones designated within the town.  All commercial and 

industrial uses are approved as a special exception by the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

 

 The commercial activities that occupy the largest acreage of land in New Ipswich are gravel excavation, 

logging, and recreation.  The largest area designated on the map as commercial is the Windblown Cross 

Country Ski complex in the northwest section of town. In addition, the Newest Mall offers a variety of 

retail units along Turnpike Road.  . 

 

 There are several manufacturing businesses operating in New Ipswich.  The two largest are Warwick 

Mills on Turnpike Road and Vanguard Manufacturing (ladders and scaffolding) on Temple Road.  

Construction companies and enterprises associated with construction are important to the town's 

economy. While there are a concentration of construction companies at Appleton Business Center, most 

construction companies are scattered throughout the town and do not occupy enough land to show on the 

land use map. 

 

 The full extent of the development of home based businesses is not now known.  The continuation and 

addition of home businesses in New Ipswich could be of significant economic benefit without 

compromising the rural character of the town.  The expansion of broadband services throughout the state 

are creating more of these economic opportunities.  Statewide efforts are currently underway to make this 

a reality for all communities.  Local support for home occupations should be a priority since it promotes 

economic growth and reduces the dependence on motor vehicles/commuting to work. 

 

 Economic Analysis, Chapter V, contains an analysis of the commercial and industrial development in 

New Ipswich and in the region. 

 

 Goals and Objectives, Chapter III, provides suggestions for broadening the town's tax base through 

economic development while maintaining the rural character of New Ipswich. It is essential to continue 

to support the businesses located in town and to provide for managed growth.  

 

AGRICULTURE, FORESTS, CONSERVATION AND LAND UNDER CURRENT USE: 

 

 Most of the town's agriculture is now in hay fields and pick-your-own berry farms; agricultural land is 

indicated in green.  Forest land is indicated in tan for managed forests and brown for unmanaged forests.  
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Land devoted to both forest categories has more than doubled in the past decade.  Some of the town's 

managed forest land is owned publicly, some is owned by conservation agencies, and most is privately 

owned and protected by conservation easements. 

 

There are approximately 2,400 acres of conservation land within town.  Of this, the town has ownership 

of approximately 175 acres and the state owns approximately 200 acres.  Other parcels are held in private 

ownership or held by a third party such as a land trust.  The New England Forestry Foundation and the 

Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests are the largest holders of conservation easements. 

 

 Approximately 12,000 acres is under Current Use status. This is largely due to the many development 

constraints within our town, such as steep slopes.  Land that is under Current Use is assessed at a reduced 

rate as long as the use of the land is not changed.  Such land is not designated on the land use map as 

permanently protected, since upon payment of a penalty, the land may be taken out of Current Use.  

However, zoning ordinances play a role in the development possibilities on some of these parcels. 

 

 Goals and Objectives, Chapter III, and Open Space Plan, Chapter XI, deal with strategies for preserving 

and protecting open spaces in the town. 

 

GOVERNMENTAL AND EXEMPT: 

 

 This category includes land that is town, state or federally owned and exempt properties.  Town owned 

properties include establishments and facilities supported and used by the public such as housing for 

town departments, town offices and facilities, the landfill, parks, playgrounds, and cemeteries.  Other 

exempt properties include schools, churches, the library, the historical society, and other public agencies.   

 

It is unlikely that these parcels will be made available for private development; however, the possibility 

remains unless they are put into conservation. 

 

 Community Facilities, Chapter VI, provides detailed information regarding town services and town 

properties. 

 

ROADS AND HIGHWAYS: 

 

 Town and state roads are identified on the land use map according to the classification of the road.  

Although roads and highways are not usually thought of as a “use,” they do have a significant effect  on 

defining and controlling how land is used and how a community grows and develops.   

 

Access to properties, whether public or private, road or driveway, is significant to the development of 

each individual parcel.  Poor access management has been considered one of the causes of sprawl in 

many communities throughout the country.  A Roadway Management Plan, including access restrictions, 

will help to provide guidance and standards that can be followed to ensure smart growth methods are 

utilized.  Roadway Safety Audits are also methods of providing valuable data in decisions involving 

future developments.  These are discussed in greater detail in Chapter VII.   

 

 Chapter VII, Thoroughfare and Transportation Plan, gives an analysis of New Ipswich's present road 

system and projections of future needs.  A series of detailed transportation maps provide a visual 

description of the status of the town's road system. 

 

 Chapter III, Goals and Objectives, offers general guidelines for maintaining and improving town roads. 
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RIVERS, PONDS, WETLANDS, AND AQUIFERS: 

 

 Our water resources are some of our most sensitive natural resources that need to be protected.  They 

serve many important functions such as drinking water, flood storage, recreation, and important habitat 

areas for many aquatic and wildlife species.  Maintaining water quality should be a priority in 

considering future developments.  Pressures for development along these areas is on-going because of the 

desirability to live along lakes and rivers.  Maintaining strong regulations regarding the development and 

use of properties that may have an impact on water degradation or wildlife habitat is essential.  Equally 

important is enforcement of the regulations as well as public outreach and education. 

 

 The Souhegan River has been a major influence in shaping the topography of the area as well as the 

growth and development of the town.  It is still used as a source of power with a hydro-electric plant at 

the dam on Water Loom Pond.  The Souhegan Watershed Association provides a resource for 

information and has developed the Souhegan River Watershed Management Plan which has been 

included in the appendix of this master plan.  The river supports a variety of aquatic and wildlife species 

both in the river and along its corridor.  Anglers, paddlers, and others enjoy the recreational opportunities 

offered by this valuable natural resource.  Appendix 4, Souhegan River Watershed Management Plan, 

offers valuable information for the protection of this river as well as other water bodies.  Updates to the 

management plan and implementation efforts should be included as part of this master plan as they 

become available.   

 

New Ipswich is also fortunate in the number of brooks, streams, and ponds that are evident in almost 

every section of the town, all providing sources for recreation and enhancing the scenic quality of the 

area.  These contribute to the formation of large wetland complexes, which are wetland areas that are five 

acres or more.  The largest of these complexes is Tophet Swamp located in the northwest corner of town 

and containing over 700 acres of wetlands. 

 

The source of drinking water in town is through wells supplied by stratified drift aquifers below the 

surface.  These aquifers are primarily located along the Souhegan River Watershed area and the Gridley 

River valley (see Map 3, Chapter XI).  Groundwater recharge of these aquifers is necessary to maintain 

an adequate supply of drinking water.  Therefore, keeping impervious surface to a minimum will allow 

surface water to remain in the area.  Equally important are the restriction of uses that could release 

contaminants into the ground, and the methods of stormwater discharge.  Restrictions within the Zoning 

Ordinance, Site Plan Review and Subdivision Regulations are important to provide the necessary 

restrictions for maintaining healthy aquifers.   

 

The land use documents mentioned above provide protection through restrictions and standards for all of 

these water resources.  They should be reviewed and updated annually to provide guidance in land use 

decisions.  Best management practices should also be required for all new developments including 

roadwork. 

 

The Open Space Plan, Chapter XI, provides additional information on water resources including aquifers 

(groundwater).  The New Ipswich Natural Resource Inventory also provides additional information and 

identifies 23 ponds and 4 rivers, as well as other smaller streams (Appendix 3). 
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III.  NATURAL FEATURES 

 

TOPOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS: 

 

A significant portion of our land is in wetlands, steep slopes, rock ledge, and shallow bedrock soils, as 

shown on the Development Constraints Map (Map 2). We who live here know that we are a town of hills 

and valleys.  We have a topography that provides superb views and scenic splendors and one which 

defines and limits the uses to which land can best be put.  To some extent, topography and soils play a 

role in the trends and patterns of development.  Topography often plays a role in the location of houses 

and businesses.  Therefore, parcels that are easily accessible and close to the main roads are generally 

preferred over steep lots that offer limited use of the entire parcel.  Rich, healthy soils, on the other hand 

can greatly influence the areas chosen for agricultural uses, regardless of the location.  Soil types also 

play a significant role in the ability to accommodate septic systems, road and building construction.  

While these natural resources are considered as development deterrents or constraints, they can also add 

to the property values, quality of life, and ultimately to the character of our community. 

 

The Town’s Conservation Overlay District includes the Flood Plain, Steep Slopes, and Wetlands and 

Surface Water Conservation Overlay Districts.  These provide guidelines for development within areas 

containing constraints of this nature.  Periodic reviews of the requirements and restrictions contained in 

these overlay district ordinances should be performed to ensure that the desired goals are being met.  

Additional innovative options are available and may provide supplemental protection of areas with high 

conservation values.  These include, but are not limited to, viewshed protection, erosion and sediment 

controls, and habitat protection. 

 

RECREATIONAL BENEFITS: 

 

Although our steep slopes are not suitable for development, they make a valuable contribution to the 

recreational uses of the land.  The hills, valleys, and rivers of the town provide opportunities for outdoor 

family activities which include hiking, biking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, riding, canoeing, 

kayaking, and fishing.  The Land Use Map (Map 1) indicates the Wapack Trail and other established 

hiking trails. 

 

 Community Facilities, Chapter VI, lists and describes the recreational facilities available in New Ipswich. 

 

IV.  LAND USE REGULATION 

 
LAND USE DOCUMENTS: 

 

The development of a master plan forms the basis of land use regulations such as the Zoning Ordinance, 

Subdivision Regulations, and Site Plan Review Regulations.  These land use documents are guided by 

this plan and provide more specific rules for “where” and  “how” the land is developed.  The Subdivision 

and Site Plan Review Regulations provide design standards and guidelines for development, whereas the 

Zoning Ordinance establishes the districts in conjunction with the Zoning Map.  It also specifies the 

permitted uses, allowable density and dimensional requirements within these districts. 

 

Although the master plan is not a legal document, it is a prerequisite for a town to adopt other legal 

documents such as the Zoning Map, Zoning Ordinance, Capital Improvement Program, Growth 

Management Ordinance, and the adoption of a Historic District.  
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The first set of Subdivision Regulations was adopted by the Planning Board in 1986 followed by the Site 

Plan Review Regulations two years later in 1988.  During that time period, the Town of New Ipswich 

adopted the Zoning Ordinance at the 1987 Town Meeting.  Also of importance to the development of 

properties in the town was the adoption of the Building Code in 2006 and more recently the International 

Building Code in 2009. 

 

ZONING DISTRICTS: 

 

 New Ipswich has four types of zoning districts:  two Village Districts, Rural District, and Conservation 

Overlay District.  The locations of the districts are indicated on the Land Use Map (Map 1) in this 

chapter.   

 

The village districts are Bank Village, Smith Village, and Center Village.  By special exception some 

limited commercial activities are allowed in Bank and Smith Villages and somewhat more extensive 

commercial is permitted in the Center Village.  Those activities are defined in the New Ipswich Zoning 

Ordinances. 

 

The majority of the land area of New Ipswich is in the Rural District where residential and some limited 

commercial development is permitted as described in the town's zoning ordinances.  Other development 

in the Rural District may be permitted by special exception. 

 

 The Conservation Overlay District is defined as any land that is in the floodplain, land that has slopes 

exceeding 15%, and land containing wetlands or surface waters.  The Conservation Overlay District is 

comprised of the Floodplain Overlay District, Steep Slopes Overlay District, and Wetlands and Surface 

Water Conservation District.  These districts contain respectively land that is in the floodplain, land 

located in steep slopes and land containing wetlands or surface waters.  The districts have more stringent 

constraints on land use.  

 

 Zoning ordinances and zoning districts need to be reviewed on a regular basis to assure that they continue 

to contribute to the established goals for the town.  The implementation of innovative land use practices, 

RSA 674:21, should be considered as a method of using  alternative approaches to the development of 

land.  These approaches encourage flexibility by permitting departures from traditional development 

techniques and promote better land use by recognizing the unique characteristics of individual sites.  

These techniques can help the community grow in a way that is consistent with the stated goals and 

objectives, while protecting our natural resources and maintaining our rural character.  

 

 Chapter III, Goals and Objectives, makes numerous recommendations for reviewing and revising the 

zoning ordinance. 
 

V.  LAND USE TREND 

 

Table # 1 shows the eight largest properties with development potential in New Ipswich including their 

current use.  This information is helpful to see for potential future development possibilities.  The data 

indicates that the topography may constrain development in many of the parcels. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



IX -7 

TABLE # 1 

8 Largest Properties in New Ipswich with Development Possibilities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table # 2 and Chart #1 show a comparison between the land uses for the years between 2005 and 2009.   

The most significant change occurred in the amount of land in current use, which decreased by almost 

2,000 acres, or close to 10% of the total and area.  This decrease is reflected by an increase in the amount 

of land in residential use by 240 acres and suggests a significant trend in conversion from forested land to 

residential use.  Unlike some of the other towns in the region, there are few seasonal homes in town. In 

looking at the current land use maps, the concentration of homes are along the main transportation 

corridors and the Village Disrticts.    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPERTY OWNER ACRES STREET USE 

 

1 

 

New Alliance Bank 

 

436 acres 

 

Old Country 

Rd. 

 

Residential 

 

2 

 

Bruce White 

 

317 acres 

 

Turnpike Rd. 

 

Commercial/ 

Industrial 

 

3 

 

New England Forestry 

 

294 acres 

 

Timbertop Rd. 

 

Managed 

Hardwood 

 

4 

 

Traditions Village Realty 

 

293 acres 

 

Skinny Kat Rd. 

 

Residential 

 

5 

 

A. Jenks/ Peppard Trust. 

 

219 acres 

 

Turnpike Rd. 

 

Residential 

 

6 

 

William & Katherine 

Hoag 

 

218 acres 

 

Huse Rd. 

 

Residential 

 

7 

 

Maki/ Meehan 

 

197 acres 

 

Boynton Hill 

Rd. 

 

Residential 

 

8 

 

Draper Properties, Inc 

 

192 acres 

 

Ashburnham 

Rd. 

 

Managed 

Hardwood 
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TABLE # 2 

                                      Comparison of Land Use 2005-2009 (in acres)  

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Current use 13,782.45 13,726.24 13,582.07 11,918.01 11,897.01 

Residential 5,828.39 5,857.61 5,902.16 5,984.94 6,069.52 

Commercial 203.84 229.26 231.6 227.595 220.15 

Exempt 932.86 932.86 1,058.41 1,159.74 1,160.61 

      

 

 

 

 

CHART # 1 

Comparison of Land Use 2005-2009 (in acres)
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The Rural District has many large lots that could be ripe for development depending on the suitability of 

the land such as soils, slopes, wetlands, etc. Infrastructure also hinders some of these large parcels with 

the lack of a sufficient road system nearby.  The undeveloped parcels are shown on the Existing 

Development Pattern Map (Map 3) in this chapter. 

 

The Zoning Ordinance recognizes the importance for concentrating some of the future development and 

therefore permits the “clustering” of homes in all districts in cluster developments which require the 

conservation of a large percentage of the parcel.  It is innovative approaches like this that will help 

reduce the sprawl effect that is occurring in many areas of the state and will require the conservation of a 

large percentage of the parcel.  

 

NEW HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 

 

Chart # 2 shows a sharp decline in the number of building permits that were issued for new house 

construction between the years of 2001 to 2010.  The most recent figure for the number of building 

permits issued is markedly lower than the number issues ten years ago.   
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CHART # 2 

 

New Residential Permits/ Units 2001 - 2010 
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                                                                      Source: Town of New Ipswich Building Permits Issued 2001-2010 

 

Year 

# of 

Building 

Permits 

2001 60 

2002 79 

2003 34 

2004 25 

2005 41 

2006 38 

2007 55 

2008 17 

2009 5 

2010 10 
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